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County News
Town & Country Concerns Debated
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Zane Williams, president of Families
Feeding Families Organization, sel
the stage by introducing Mike
Stevens, Paul Harens, Julie Auch,
Lauren Nelson, and Sarah Carda for
the nights Forum. All the legislator
candidates were in attendance and
the forum would be about with the
groups mission to bring education on
agricultural topics and for the
audience to fill out post cards on
questions that are important topics to
farmers and ranchers in District 18.
Question 1: It has been 3 years since
the state of South Dakota merged the
Department of Agriculture with the
Department of Nalural Resources
(Game, Fish, and Parks). How do you
feel about Ihe combination of merged
departments both pro and con?

Mike Stevens on Question 1: “l wasn'l
really supportive of combining the two
and | think agricullure needs lo have
its own department”.

Paul Harens on Question 1. 9 think
we should have our own deparimeant”.
Julie_Auch on Question 1: “When |
wenl lo Pierre and understand in
serving on the Ag Committee for the
past 2 years, so many different ballot
issues come into our commitiee and
we really need lo have those areas
split”

Lauren Nelson on Question 1: “When
this was discussed and brought about
it didnt really make sense of
combining these two because | think
they are two very different entities”.
Sarah Carda on Question 1: “ so it
would be nice fo have them separated
once again”, there are some things
that uh are done in the agricullure
world that is often nof necessarly
seen as environmental®

Question 2:Carbon is an essential
element for the production of the
oxygen by planls  through
photosynihesis while the current push
for carbon sequestration has nol
answered the question of what impact
reduced carbon dioxide will have on
oxygen production of crops in the US
what do you feel needs to be done to
ensure that ancther climale crisis
won't be brought on by this fack of
thought towards carbon and the
reduction of it?

Sarah_Carda on_Question 2: “um
obviously | support privale propery
rights and that's very very important |
do think there’s so much that is
misunderstood about the carbon and
carbon caplure whether that is good
or whether or nol or we're paying
people to do that um but there’s
definifely some things we need [o be
wormied about environmentally”
Lauren Nelson on Cuestion 2: “why
are we faking carbon dioxide out of
afmosphere or wanling lo here in
South Dakota putling it in a pipeline
and burying i in North Dakote when
its worth money? makes no sense [0
me.” “carbon seauestralion should be

happening at the ethanol plants. CO2
is worth money”

Julie Auch on Question 2: “Carbon
Dioxide is plant food”, “they want to
put COZ2 in a pipeline for the 450 tax
credits”, “450fax credils are paying
$85 per cubic ton and then put it in a
hole”, “it's a valuable commodity but
upon doing i they're infringing upon
multiple property rights in reference to
RL21", *I believe that CO2 should
remain plant food and if we are going
to sequester it should be sequestered
so that we can use it as a natural
resource”

Pauls Harens on Question 2
“problems | foresee with this bill itself
was um 6 theres a problem it takes
away the rights of people”, "I think the
Govemor Noem will make the final
decision”

Mike Stevens on Question 2: “well at

some paint somebody has to have a
different opinion and that's me”, “didn't
think it was a commodity, but il goes
from South Dakota to North Dakola
put it in holding ground”, “pecple talk
about [hey're laking our land, no
they're nol faking your land, they're
taking land your not  using
undemeath”,

Question 3: Senate Bill 201 was
passed and then earlier this year
Grassroots efforts gol it placed on the
ballot as referred law 21. How will you
vote on RL 21?

Paul Harens on Question 3: “that's nol
a decision | could make because |
don't know. | would call guys, | already
got a list about 5 farmers.”

Julie Auch on Question 3: “well | voted
na and it was a firm no”, “this bill has
six to nine different parts of our law in
it our Constitution stales every single
bill should have one subject matter”

* | would encourage every single
person in this room, if you value your
local conirol and value the local land
owners in SD fo vote no on RL 21"
Lauren Nelson on Question 3: “S8201
no. RL21 no. plain and simple”, “what
we gof are going on over here that
we're nol paying attention fo with
referred law 21, the money grab, the
land grab, and the power grab”

Sarah Carda on Question 3: “/ don?
beligve in imminent domain for private
gain”, ‘I think what it has done
unfortunately has just served fo be the
division and grabbed on by some
grassroots effort as far as um making
whal this election is all about and this
isn't what the election is all about”
Mike Stevens on Question 3: “we falk
about well these private companies
are going to make this maney but who
are these privale companies they're
the ethanol plants theyre the Poels
these other groups lhal are our
communily thal are making money
and if theyre having to spend their
money to buy credils because of what
Joe Biden did, okay that's not their
fault, that's flat out good business” ,
‘Dont let them tell you # is a

permanent easement”
Question 4: Wind Turban project: Can
you speak on your stance on an out of
area company wanting to put
windmills on agncultural zoned land
and where legisiation falls into the
situation moving forward?
Julie Auch on Question 4; the wind
task force has been listening lo
individuals talk about their concems”,
“I think that is great that's exactly what
we need happening in our counties
and in our districts we need to ba able
to decide what is happening in our
neighborhoods”, * unforfunately my
daughter is going to have 12 wind
turbines within ¥ mile of her property”,
“‘wa're talking producing energy in the
state of South Dakota that's shipped
off to another state and you are upon
someane else’s private property rights
you need fo put yourself in those
shoes and ask yourself if that's
something thal you wan! surrounding
your family”.

uren Netson on Queslion 4: “/ am
on the Yankton County Planning and
Zoning board", “the fact that the land
is zoned agriculture we're dealing with
an industnial wind complex | don't find
that compatible”, “this one thing that
you look at on the task force and wind
task force and you look at the
planning and zoning and the people
that came and spoke”, ‘“vanance
conditional use permits need to be
decided locally’, * there is no befter
example of this in what is happening
in Yankton Counly slarting in January
the lask force and then the planning
and zoning and then even the County
Commission that is true democracy to
true representative gummmenr
Sargh Carda on Question 4: * one of
the candidates for president this year
likes to sum up his energy policy in
three words drill baby dnill and he's not
all wrong because we are still facing
shortages of energy and even Rounds
when he was her last week said that
we're going to need mare energy fo
make sure thal we are keeping up
with the power that's artificial
intelligence is going to bring us”.
Mike Stevens on Question 4: *I think it
is hypocritical because zoning clearly
takes away your properdy rights, but
we 've had that happen all the time we
got a dam out west of fown and it
fakes somebody’s properly righls
away for that and how much electricity
is Yankion gelting out of the Dam?
.zafﬂ'
Paul Harens on Question 4: */ served
on a zoning board, one of the most
difficult ones we had  you
remembered, was the fight over the
anlenna that was 99 foot tall”, “that
goss lo properly nights the land was
owned by somebody who had lived
here and then moved to the Black
Hills and they were the ones thal gave
the rights lo it and individuals have
that right now they wouldn! be
building these wind lowers here
unless somebody wanis them and
somebody will accept them”
Question 5. We heard early thal
agriculture is a predominant industry
in South Dakota and there is a trend
of less small farmers and bigger
farmers tend to take over - what are
your ideas for legislature to help foster
smaller  farms, grow  small
communities, and schools across the
slate?
Lauren MNelson on Question §: “We
need fo invest in our family farms, we
need fo invest in our new farmers, we
need fo invest in small business”, “the
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state of South Dakota giving money to
a business who is undermining our
livestock producers, how is anybody
supposed fo get starfed in farming
when you have a state that's doing
thal? its unacceptable. we need lo
make sure that our family farmers, our
small business OwWners, our new
farmers, are the first one’s in line
when it comes to loans”

Sarah Carda on Question 5: “if there's
ways thal we incenlivize businesses
all the time in stafe and especially in
the cily different places and it may be
just something like that that we
incentivize the smail farm”

Mike Stevens on Question 5 : it is
really difficult but | think there are a lot
of different things kids can be doing,
they're involved in the farming industry
and | think that they can diversify in
that regard and still be part of the
farming communily. | think that's
where bankers have lo come inlo play
and provide something along that line
because | don't think we as legislators
should be looking at”

Paul Harens on Question 5: “ this isnt
something the legislature can do
unless their going fo fund if, and right

now South Dakota doesnt have much
funding”
Julie _Auch on  Question 5

*Developing our small communities is
extremely important o me", “small
farms and businesses are exiremely
important™, “we need less reguiations,
we need less mandales, we need less
govemment intrusion on our industry”,
‘we should be using our land to
produce food”

Closing Stalements:

Mike Stevens closing statements: “If
you want a legisialure thal's going lo
agree with you 100% of the time you
gol the wrong guy. | am more than
willing fo discuss and have a
discussion with you, as far as the
issues are concemed”

Paul Harens closing slalements: "Tike |
said is a little bit not my strong area”,
*I would talk to any one of you here”
Julie Auch closing comments: °/
believe we are so blessed to live here
in South Dakota®, “if elecled I pledge
to ensure thal our chiidren and
grandchildren inherit the Legacy we in
South Dakota have long enjoyed civil
liberties 2 amendment rights privale
property nghts pro-fife legisiation the
rule of law Free Speech Financial
Freedom religious freedom’”.

Lauren Nelson closing comments:
‘people tell me Lauren you look like
you are on a mission heard that many
fimes | am on a mission thal mission
is the people you the people of district
18 how could | not have a mission
after listening to you since March
tefling me your concerns and issues
that the mission is you and | want o
fake those concems | wanl lo fake
those issues and | want to go to Pierre
and fight for you™

Sarah Carda closing comments: -
what's inleresting when | ask them
what the biggest issues are, so many
of them jusl stop and say, I'm not sure
I have an issue, and what that lells me
and what | say is that that must mean
it's going pretty well, ‘we have a
good district and we want fo keep it
good but things are going quite weil
and keep away from divisive fssues.
too often and | think that's a little bit
about RL21 when it came up i was a
perfect opporlunity to be dwvisive lo
scare people in that kind of thing and |
think we need to stay away from”, “‘we
need to find things that unite us and I'l
tell you what unites us is education.”




